TO THE PEOPLE OF NEBRASKA. 


FELLOW CITIZENS :-- 

The General Assembly of Nebraska Territory 
ore no longer able to discharge their -legitimate functions at the Omaha seat of 
Government. Owing to an organized combination of a minority of its own mem¬ 
bers, t ided by an Omaha mob, and encouraged by an Omaha Executive, they have 
been compelled to adjourn their present session to the nearest place of safety. 
They accordingly assemble to-day at Florence, pursuant to adjournment. 

The sovereign power of Legislation for this Territory, is now exercised alone 
at this place. The House of Representatives, J. H. Decker, Speaker, retain 
twenty-four of its thirty-hue members. The Council, L. L. Bower, President; 
retain nine of its thirteen members, being two thirds of their respective bodies. 

It has long been evident, that whenever the interests of Omaha are supposed 
to be concerned, it became hazardous to attempt legislation at Omaha. The course 
of the minority, dufing the whole session, has been characterized by tricks and chi¬ 
canery, unworthy a manly system of Legislation. It culminafed in violence on the 
seventh instant. On that day the factionists, allied with Omaha ruffians, dr -gged 
the Speaker of the House, by force, from his stand, while attempting to discharge 
his duties; and the Omaha mob, armed and ready for any emergency, applaud the 
foul act—affixing to Nebraska Legislat ion a n indellible stain, and covering the very 
name of Omaha with ineffable . 

Omaha can boast of having degraded the sovereignty of the people by thus ex¬ 
posing the saciel person of its elected Representative to the unresisted violence of 
an irresponsible rabble!! 

Omaha can’boast of having arrested the wheels of legislation at the Capitol!! 
Omaha can boast of having driven the Legislature from the seat of Govern- 

meE y e t Omaha still retains the Capitol—bought with such an infamous past of 
corruption, violence and crime ; hut the sceptre of legislation has departed from 
the ill-fated seat, and the law givers from its riotous trails forever ! 1 

The issue r.ow made by Omaha, with the squatter sovereigns of the whole Ter¬ 
ritory can have but one solution ! 

The interests, the righls, and the will of the popular masses, will no longer 
be made subservient to the intrigues or machinations of one locality. It is no longer 
a question as to the location of their seat of government. It has now become a 
question as to the right of the people to rule 1 It can have but one answer — the 
majority must -prevail! „ „ . , , . , , 

The Leoiskd-ure js now free from Taction and from violence. IJs acts will be 
free and untrammeled. It will finish out its organic term at this place, zealously 
devoted to the legitimate legislation required by the wants of the people and the 
necessities of the Territory, and if such honest efforts shall fail of consummation, 
they will leave the sole responsibility with the accidental Executive, who, albeit 
not elected by or responsible to the people, while clothed in a ‘-little brief authority” 
in the absence of the Governor, may dare to thwart their sovereign will! 

For the full justification of our course, we confidently appeal to our constitu¬ 
ency , to whom alone do we acknowledge our responsibility. 

Florence, January 9, 1858. 

JAMES H. DECKER, Speaker of the House of Representatives , 

J. G. ABBE, , 

WILLIAM B. BECK, 

W. G. CRAWFORD, 

JOHN C. CAMPBELL, 

SAMUEL A. CHAMBERS, 

PARRIS G. COOPER, 

EDMUND A. DONELAN, 

JAMES DAVIDSON, 

JOSEPH VAN HORN, 

AMOS GATES, 

WILLIAM B. HAIL, 

CHARLES T. HOLLOWAY, 

WINGATE KING, 

F. M. MARQUETTE, 

D. B. ROBB, 

P. M. ROGERS, 

JAMES S. STEWART, 

L. SHELDON, 

SILAS A. STRICKLAND, 

J. M. TAGGART, 

A. J. BENEDICT, 

ALONZO PERKINS. 

LEAVITT L. BOWEN, President of the Council. 

MILLS S. REEVES, 

JAMES S. ALLEN, 

JACOB SAFFORD, 

ALLEN A. BRADFORD, 

SAMUEL M. KIRKPATRICK, 

WILLIAM CLANCY, 

ROBERT W. FURNAS, 

A. W. PUETT. 


■- Members oj the House of Representatives. 


Members of the Council. 











